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23 hifde 1944 (2M0)
(0 9eHT 974) 9YTHl, AFHAIR, 14 ATC<ER, 2022

fata= favm

Stz
14 SR, 2022

o d1—3—80/2022—219—fIE8R faug 991 &1 SU fated, 2022—ae wfafafea rfefrm,
1951 B GRT 60 & Te (1) & IUael & AR § 93—Fel AU AT U fyaied, 2022 H Aer
ISRl gRT T Pifds—19 wfewer a1 ywifad O aafdd, S S1a 9qudl @ gRT Adad &Rd 9
AT YR fafed omam, T8 fieell @ AfREET HWw@I—52,/2022 / TSR /Es—1  fAid
11.11.2022 (F=T ©d SIS Ui #) Ud 80 a9 9 3Afdd A & s iR ARiRe Freradar (d=mmD)
qrel fratas, g va @) fatae Aol @ ser 59 # uga 9 8 fafted /SR e =,
IR SMh HIYF §RI HAGH HRA & foU =18d 81, 9 defd 9rRa fateq smamT, 9 il @F
JNERTTAT HA@IT—52 /2022 / TASRIR / @e—1 f&did 11112022 (B=0 wd < ufa ) wdammor o
SR & T gatf¥g &1 ot 2
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WRa fafe= smanT

fratem |ge, oree s, T8 fReeli—110001 / feAid—11 7GR, 2022

T, 52/2022/THS /G E-1— T Fiafafaea sfafaad, 1951 FT &=T 60 F (1) F
U & ALEL § Fat= AT uagerT AfAfEee wwar g & 80 aw 7 stfee oy & Rar=+
AT o (Aeraar (S=HTh) ate Rar=eh, e s & Fat=es ammaferst & Ser a9 § 98
o o AR T T g i ST ST Jau T 9@ F & (o0 $eaET Fd g ST ST
Hatera el stfeart gT SH I & JcATae &l 9 & orefie & [ar=ei &1 d=rae [Fam,
1961 % AWT-11IF, TS wa = #91e, A 9ea A SAfag=Ar &L o €, 3786 () faAiw
22 FQEAT, 2019 X 38 FAWT T [at=e T gy g Mo va fRenf=den & s 7om-
TETTErT, o STATE A YIdteea ATe=ad, 1951 i &= 30 % FA(q AT IqL T&T,
sfear, Treream, g va sxirte  gadra/Aamaaar fat=e & F o =« @ s fat=et
H ST FATS GTET HAQTT e o (o]0 s <hIT ol ek 0 g

AT T,
e Y. STreft,
JeT T~ |
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YRd fatas smamr

fates |, s® s, 73 fReei—110001 / feAid—11 78R, 2022

. 52/2022/THSTs/@E-|—ars iaf=taea i, 1951 T 9T 60 F @S(T) *
SYSHT % AT H A= AT uaggnr fafiase wear g & qe| wiiesr g s
FIfae-19 Hfeve a7 woTad UH =91<h, ST ST AATS T TqaTd w6 (o0 Aread Fd g o7
ST Hatera Rafivr STteral T I8 SLre & qcATIT hl o & A g, Maradi w1 g+
A9, 1961 & 90T-111%, [afer Ua = #91ed, 9d TR Sl STTEe=T Fl.3m.H. 1964 (31.)
G 19 S, 2020 F XU FATEL(E, 39 fOwg 0¥ [at=e omanr grr e At ua
fRenfadent & arer afeq, % sqam @ gfafatee sferfaae, 1951 7 9T 30 % siavta st
3T T34, ST, TereAT, g vd geieg F gaar/fEar g9t Fat=y g oo =9w
37 at=dl § ST A9 0 HaQ™ i o (o0 <1 i Tk A0 g

AT T,
e Y. STreft,
JeT T~ |
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g ariiel, Reatet ik sifde-19 F @iy ©g ynfaa safeat f Saoft § sqafReaa wagmarsi
BT 1% AT & IR 7aa™ & fog fam-fAder
1. fRat=ET 1 9=ree (Fena) e, 2019, i Faf=e s F fa=is 16 J@rs, 2020 F i F
Ty ufsq Faf=Et 1 d@=9red ("@arge) [Ew, 2020 F FqEer # AquteAd waararar i
i afort &1 s 7o (feh) F wreaw & gagm £ gl & a2 &
(i) =g AnTTeE (80 a9 & afers oy %),
(i) fRat=F qmmasT ® 2R B v e, o)
(iii) FrfAg-19 F "@iewer ua gATraT =t<h
2. AT HARTATH FTT ST Faa= (Freft) FT e Fe g Thhar
(2.1) ST HATT FT AT FId 6 Togeh (vl T Fqaferd Aaarar 1 gateaq Hat=e &= %
feafefr srfermdy (smeair) &1 |+t sraens fawor 39 gu, g0 12-9 § raad FAT 9297 81 ST
AU i gt i var arar Y4 A gefta Fatae 6t saftgeeT f ol & g giw At
F Wia< ST 9% 9g= ST Aiiw
(2.2) fRat== =1 @=maw fF=w, 1961 F = 273, 3% 27-21 % 9 Hfed Taemi & J9aTe,
AAIFIT FIITAT H T(H FAIA AR FA T TASE & a8 qq T 60 ATTHT HT HA AR FRT
Fariaefora dfa & B ST gaqeme, ST F afivg aniE Avft F squttad Aaararst (TETueE),
Gt (fesegzEt) At & aquffad Aaemare (TAIET) & Fifae-19 Aot & d@&faq sqafeaq
HAQTATe (TATETST) ST ST WaO=l & "TeqW & §qard s qragr & forw At shman/fartager
gt oo 8
(2.3) =afz fFat=w F gu= #:1¢ f Fat=as fwrfae-19 it auig T o7 F Fav swaare § 9t g,
FIET Hfae-19 it a9g & H/EETA FAY (FEN) | § X yRummesy =T game F aqaw
AR *% § ARG &9 & 77 =1 61 Bafa § 927 g o afe var Fat=s =& aq9s 9 #37 F forg
ALY FIAT @, AT ATAET il ATeqraswdl & 1< H qHILTT &f S 9¥ "afga e sfespT (smea),
fAat=re &1 =1 gaa= & s fef i st (et = qque agar o FatEy o § "aee &
oo g fafar & uger 36 Mat=s & 38 aToq WET i SaedT 3| T8 STae T AR & Haer u qe
ot g A1 #fae-19 & qreo ATIHET & g7eaq ¥ FiT JTufT| ve Fai=ai F = qa97 & forg
AT (I 12-9) F qTT TeAH TqTEeT TR F JHTor-9=1/fF<ent it gfafera gowr gt =eu, e
g TYTAT AT 21 1 SAH FITaS-19 FT T9Ig | ST § F€qqATA § Al g T AT & HIag @0e (i)

(€ AT H&IT) | 2
(2.4) =16 wquA & fAFes g a1 Regir Sft (qddit) waeaet F ama & s (v

129) ¥ g1 e sfter afafRaw, 2016 &t g 2 % aga @&faa o i g v

d=uTh Aeraaar yHToraT (FRfdse sreraar F 40% & 1 7T H wia dow gt = mflRw
3. feefefr srferardt g Frears-
(3.1) T ¥ g TFT 129 Fr A

(%) Fruselr waae Fx &7 # AN g Y7 g 1 e F sgEr vdieadt, gadidid stk
T f Aoft & siquiRaa waem@rEt F 93 &1 0 w90 R @&@fyw FRat=at @« gww 129
fafa w9 ik 3@ aradt e F0m

(@) SrueEn Ratesi & g a¥ft qreafaat e 91 ST 3

() 3k = Mat=s Suesy g § aF Sreasn T avd FRacor am=r w9 @) aftgeen &
aTaE & T qig 7 it afy & o 3@ F@ F g e & smom

(%) Rat== =1 7q9= T G G § AT Tel 97 Gar gl IS 98 16 Aq9A F1 faeq qoar g ar
Hae=r WX U TET 129 F AGIMAT F 4§ THA HOM A Af¥g==m i arda ¥ a1 aig A
Y sty F vfia< e F o ST FIEm

(3.) AR FFAET e F a9y wdawor § fruast g I¥9 129 & @9 siw dug & afwar
T AL FGT
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(3.2) e wrfershrdt (smeetr) 3 iUt sroriq (F) 'weTuwET, (@) ‘TAIdET @2 (1) ‘v § vE
Tsft Suferd Aaararet Hf AT (AqA0F—1 F ATH FHe) T FHA, R Araa 7= 9877 92 7 10
g oY T4 a%8 | 31 2

(3.3) faat= & forw arufRgem e it eifaw ardre =1 37 et 39w & oo Fat=es ammEet
FRqT (hISI) 2 &1 ST 2 % FRai=e @1 g9 T 39 ATHTaet! # 3% A9 SIE 94T ger qaefy :rs w1
Tel T SImar g1 =7 =920 9%, RefA sfemi(eeetr) a8 aoaruq i gRtad Fa & = aq9 are
Araed Mat=s & &7 | dS(i9d gl a7 IO 129 | 3 (qai=e gt fEawor dgiser [Fat=s ammEt
HITIET Tt gf| [Fat=s amTae’ & GIATqare qgl [&Aaor are S are a9t Aat=reht #7 v i
TS & Aoft § aufRard Aaararsti & 9 § ST Tq9= S FhU oy 7f% srqufEad gasrar frfas-19
(weATEfrar) i Soft & FaEferd g, a7 ST 7R F o g 129 aqHifed A F uger et afgwet s
TEHTL/ET T &7 AT g1 fafdad g 7w 70 Ferm arfeenmT & THoras it =6 e & S+ HM
o fat= Fifae—19 &t asig ¥ 2 @0 (FTH FAREIT) STTAT HEANT T (qaeetd) 7 gl

(3.4) T afwrdt (smeat) ve Fat=ei % At % amq Fat=s et & &g gfw & 98
Zerte o forw wfafe 'dieft’ oft wam 6 378 UF =% qaua S FY G3 T™@0 g, W 39H 98 S 9 &0
TT T T AT FH HEIT TS qg1 H

(3.5) e srfermri(ameat) 7 <t gFtoEa wam & va Mat=s, fg =% a9a= 9 #< f{u 1o
&, 9 HaaTT %y U HAGH FA g AIHA T8l &l

(3.6) TAF AATAT, AW ATIAAT YTq Tofa® ol & Rataw a9 a =gt & 9 qiea
grewidt # T8 avft fsgivr sl 80+ fAat==t &t gt A= Fom A% =1 waux g 1 9 I
T w=T 129 # srde S9F g agAiika R g
4, TTF AT 99 & €7 < o

FAI*IT AAQTarel & o =T 7quT F I T ATHT A€ g gni St [t S=gEr W

HAaTaret & forw =T 7aus & gt g1 39 92 ¥, [Hatad e a7 qaararet & forw ST 99T & 9T F
ey § AT * fadiE 18 e, 2015 & fRenfa<er €. 52/2015/vadtamry/ds 1 i fadi® 24 wead,
2016 % feorfeder &. 52/2016/TTSIMY/EE 1 T AqATHT H
5. Wa<™ ety &1 1, Raitast f s 397 i Rifeqa wau=t v uwy w<m:-

(5.1) TH TATSATH AR ATFHTRAT AT e Fot 1 [gle it st =i, S=H 3 gertessy
ST ZIT oY TH | 7 & FH U TR, 15T § HAGH &g % [0 Aqa ATHeT & &9 ° [
R0 o qaTfEreETY o YE/AdT | FH T g1 WARTT SATHRTIAT T T F §79 Uk WTEahT Teqeh ST AT

(5.2) s fFT SIT= arer waeE garfeeTEt fit W it dear FMatee-aa § 39 suted
HARTATS =l AT I¥ [H9T G0, [™ivg =1 Fa97 S 7o 1 €

(5.3) WA= RISl 6 &\ Far=es g T99 129 #§ 99 a6ed 99 § Ifearad 9d 9%
fat=et & faerft, qTf 378 ST 7a0= g7 AdaT F7d § e T2 it ST Fohl

(5.4) fat=rai 1 waaT qarfaRTiat % 1Y i I i AqaT=T F8707 F a7 § 99 9 g1 giad
T SIToIm UET gEET g9 129 § eraed o7 § Sfeafaa v u wrarea wie, {3 3 Fyarr @
g, I THUAUH % FU & AU T ATHAT |, STH T SA/3ATaT ST F qTeqH § FAAT &1 10

(5.5) =tz wow 3¢ & g7 [Fat=s v # 30 T a0 92 4192 Tl Haar g, a1 &9 99 gL I &
THA & q | GAAT ad g0 AT O T M| TS Fat=res g8 I & 997 9 /i@ T Haar g, ar
I HIH | AW Fil AT FILATS TTAT 1T AU A1 g

(5.6) r<ATAAT FT =7 O % ST AAUA 3 ¥ THAT (70 A4 & orw < FrAHA 6l AT &t
STusth AT 7 =T, qr AT 9% Te w@q & forw Refdw afgmnt @ @ geer 3@ a9 witeEa
gtafafat (Froee afga) #ir yaf=Ts w2 a5 8

(5.7) weruEHT, T siv v et i g FatEa sttt F e 091 4 Gafa
TR0 ST B 9 %8 | e ATt T Tedsw S A qEntea ARiiersd o # skt i =T el

(5.8) F¥ UX ST ATl HARTT ATAHILT ST AATT AT Fd | Tgol (A= sl Tgard gaisrd Hdl
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(5.9) fat=® #1919 = g™ % forw y&=qq s&qras &t gfAt® =& y7re * forw a9 v us
e (AqEg-2 F &9 § ga9) § ff a9 it A0 o7 396 Fa=s F gearev/esngs & o o
SO

THF AATAT, Tg 3T & forw ©F =xfr 7 9 T f3ar g, vduaet, vdhiE siv vdher £ = &
at=e & 919 & 9T gt &1 e aemar S GfeEa ai 7€ FatEs ft 79 Gl S an  ew
TIET FTSreTHITA HT AT AT SATUIT ¥ E 1T e T ST

(5.10) wa=T= wferepTieat & yeas fm 7 98 Sever grft & (%) 7 352 Afde yos squfea
ATl F o0 ST JaO T 2, (@) ST ATIT 6 G HAGTT FLA o [0 TIATS AT ATAT TTHAT
I H fAat=e & a1, () T2 gAtaa Fa1 & Fai=s w7 Ao 762 § Faa HT § FE TA7aEq T HY,
A Fatera Mat=e & a9 9% FHT TAfAtet § Faa@rT 6 Trae"ar gEtEd @) a9, e we qSa=s
Fregaar a1 o Aaaarsti & FTOT 94T 7 o9 § 99 T8l § a1 AaaT & & forg 39 et a3+
Zf<h i FEMEAAT o &l AAATT & ATUIAT| =7 A8 | [at=e g=req 777, 1961 F Faw 49z + a+ft
T AR gl FTft 7 AT gT Feitd To= § =r9err At geit S qaer At UE "THAT
IS IO 147 & TEr, HaarT GhaT & 9graar § Usiel a7 S¥Hiear a1 [fug arfeat & 981 form s
THAT g1 ATAT &7 AT T0q TEAT N 37T q8 Fad U Hat=a & 9rht & €9 § F:7d 7 gaaT g

(5.11) waeT srfeerrY fMaf=et #1396 g gdqare i TR 91 39 grer {9 Se et
ATATFATSA o Hael § TATd HHT Irg (HATET [SG3 T €I & & AT FH2I,

(F) ®TH 135 § T AT ¥ I TF AAGTT AR GTLT ATATHTIOS FTATT,

(@) T 13% 3iT Fre orwrd (W 139), A1 9% STF Ga97 6T 77 &7 STT,

(T) TARTH FTA FHT TLHT, FATT TEHE 6 VAT & ATH F ATHA HIE TTAT Tl FT = A9,

(=) =T a=te #r 2rg w2 39 g o § waEr ¢ forwrs v 41 w5,

(=.) fafeaa wv gu, gearetea T srfemriera | 13F # &t T2 Jr9o w7 a2 forwmrs (B 137) & faw
T FFU 70 gqu= a1l 9% T (BT 13%) % 977 7@,

() o2 ORI FT 98 FLAT ¥ 36 TAa ATSRI Rl AT94T|

(5.12) wa=T srfesrT varueHT, vATdET s vt Fat=et & araer § Wt 13% | it TS "o
T ATATHTIOT il o ForT STFEha g1 ATI0T &l STETHAIIOT e THT AATT AT STqaT G2 AT J4T
TEATH "HAe ATIFRRT AT @ ) seaare § IuArdia FifaT UFq ARE % A § IH ARE Al a@-4F
F¥ T8 Fafhcar stferamr off srfermiora e & foro wtersra 21

(5.13) I =T% HAUH UX Al (A &7 a7 8 M B8 137 § fordrer 9w #:2 oo sirar g ar
HAQTT ATTFRE IH TahgT H|

(5.14) waaT sfeeriat v wors S w1 vdATuEet, AL s vt Fatat i g= o aae
FIA F ATI-ATH Ivg TATH €T § ST 7A-97, OwrE, w99, THe (TRl Fel AUt 2, agl S *
e & forw), forert &1 @7 F3 % forw v feew, waae fhu 70 wqo=t & foreret s 39 Frgevhiza
T T Ta & forT e aF e 927 Fard 97 7 7T ATHard T & G, S Ara9dqd G0 AT,
&I U ST =R Ul

(5.15) WA ATYFHIAT T IeAehl ATATH & IF o LT FAT &9 Al ST AR
v TTaH TS/ uEETE fFat=Et F ad 9w #wrargar f fRamrh F vy f G s = iR =
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TS o forT aaar sfeenfat & arer v SARTUTE Ff o 1 S AT vl T8 gHtEa war sro
o ARt 7 FHATET Fd THT 7 T AT G777 2

(5.16) wATTHEHT, THNET Fw v Fat=w F 7 9% qAGE ATRIAT F I FT ATIAAT T
THE | a5 S A1 0 6 78 [at=e & § qaae % foro a7 aie & us &7 aga @ w2 o s
3aTeXwr & forw, afe gaare 7= it 10 I FT a7 § 97 TAuad!, Al o vdretar FHar=eht & form
ST HAGIT HT HH 3T A #f 09 T T HT o ST A1z ul

(5.17) werHTer fat=t F foro fAs waae afgwr gq it fre wfgq s qear saser
ITASY FLIAT FATOIT| AT UATEH ST Rat=rent o forw A wares srferanrdT & qerwst vk B sem =nfgu)

6. wae™ T 1T AaeAT X FrSeThize aret forwTRl S |iueT

TATTEHT /TS /uEA T Fat=EE F 99 T AqaE ATHAl F I F TAF 97 F AT § T[F
AT &A1 AT BTH 1277 & forwrat i [at=el % gearedy/ oS & Qe arer A=l & Frsehiza qaT
v Faaort #1 squfRaa Tge arer Aaararal g7 1% Haad 0 gq ArtHa qgras Rl st g
wHE BT ST sgEes Rt afgwmrt g 3w qrtea w1 | v F forw o7 el st &
AT A &7 Y9 6ar Sroam agras RefH sfeswt s fiF 9 70 7q-9=1 it §e1m e are
et T =0 Ref=T afeet F a1 ff fFF sram 9 g1 B S =iz

7. fRat=e o & 3w feen-fMaert % an # fMat=y @2 @ svafiat s ot fBAfeaa =1 3 gf=a

ERISILE

*
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Fgaas-1
TTF AT-TA1 F ATEAN q AAQH HA gg I THead?, Thdit sk gdidiar Rat=st & =t
G E Ui G 1 1
R8T A e

w9, et sram

AT %9 98T

ufls ger

e aftd & gamer
Rai=s:
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ATATF-2
=T -0 F AT ST B e v, T st e fratas © g

LG LG O I 1o PR
G LG 0 I 1

. | RAw A e | TN e, R
Ratast St Fmw | o0 e wae=
qeq R

fates ¥
IS &

Taa™ ATEHRE F gETE
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NOTIFICATION
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001/Dated: 11" November, 2022
No. 52/2022/SDR/VOL.I--In pursuance of the provisions of clause (c) of Section 60 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951, the Election Commission hereby specifies that the
elector above the age of 80 years and elector with physical disability (benchmark) as already
marked/flagged in the data base of the electoral rolls of the State and, who requests for voting by
postal ballot paper and subject to the verification of his request by Returning Officer concerned,
would be a class of persons to give his vote by postal ballot in the ongoing Bye Elections to the
Parliamentary/Assembly Constituencies of Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Bihar &
Chhattisgarh, notified under Section 30 of Representation of the People, 1951, as per the
provisions in Part-1lIA of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961, as amended vide Ministry of Law &
Justice, Govt. of India, Notification SO No. 3786(E), dated 22" October, 2019, and the directions
and guidelines issued by the Election Commission, on the subject.
By Order,
S.B. JOSHI,
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY.
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA

NOTIFICATION
Nirvachan Sadan, Ashoka Road, New Delhi-110001/Dated: 11" November, 2022
No. 52/2022/SDR/VOL.I--In pursuance of the provisions of clause (c) of Section-60 of the
Representation of the People Act, 1951, the Election Commission hereby specifies that the
Covid-19 suspect or affected person, certified by competent authority, who applies for voting by
postal ballot paper, and subject to verification of his request by the Returning Officer concerned,
would be a class of persons to give his vote by postal ballot in the ongoing Bye Elections to the
Parliamentary/Assembly Constituencies of Uttar Pradesh, Odisha, Rajasthan, Bihar &
Chhattisgarh, notified under Section 30 of Representation of the People, 1951, as per the
provisions in Part-1l1A of the Conduct of Elections Rules, 1961, as amended vide Ministry of Law &
Justice, Govt. of India, Notification SO No. 1964(E), dated 19" June, 2020 read with the
directions and guidelines issued by the Election Commission on the subject.
By Order,
S.B. JOSHI,
PRINCIPAL SECRETARY.
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Guidelines for Voting through postal ballot by Absentee Voters in the category of
Senior Citizens, PwDs and Covid-19 suspect or affected persons

1. In pursuance of the Conduct of Elections (Amendment) Rules, 2019, and the Conduct
of Elections (Amendment) Rules, 2020 read with the Election Commission’s decision dated 16"
July, 2020 following categories of Absentee voters have been given the facility of voting through
postal ballot (PB)paper:

(i) Senior citizens (above 80 years of age),

(ii) Persons with disability flagged in the database for electoral roll and

(iii) COVID 19 suspect or affected persons.

2. Process for applying PB by absentee voters.

(2.1) An Absentee Voter wishing to vote by postal ballot has to make application to the

Returning Officer (RO) of the constituency concerned, in Form-12D, giving all requisite

particulars. Such application seeking postal ballot facility should reach to the RO from

date of announcement of election to five days following the date of notification of the
election concerned.

(2.2) As per the amended provisions under Rule 27E and 27-1 of CER, 1961 the issue of
Postal ballot paper to the absentee voter and return of the ballot paper after voting shall be in
such manner as the Commission may direct. Accordingly, the Commission has laid down the
following procedure/guidelines for facilitating voting through postal ballot by the absentee voters
of senior citizen category (AVSC), absentee voters belonging to PWD category (AVPD) and
absentee voters belonging to COVID 19 category (AVCO)

(2.3) If any elector at the time of election is hospitalized on account of COVID-19, in a
hospital within the State or is in Home/ Institutional Quarantine on account of COVID-19 and
hence not be in a position to cast vote personally at the polling station as per medical advice and
if such elector makes request for issue of Postal Ballot, the RO concerned, on being satisfied
about the genuineness of the application, shall provide the postal ballot to the elector. The RO
shall make arrangement to deliver Postal Ballot and to get the same collected back from the said
elector before the date fixed for poll in the Constituency. This arrangement shall be made in
coordination with the Nodal Officer for COVID-19, designated by the Chief Secretary, on the
directions of the Commission. Application for postal ballot paper from such electors (Form 12D)
should be accompanied by copy of certificate/ instructions from competent health authorities
which show that the applicant is hospitalized in the State or is in quarantine within the State
(Home or Institutional) on account of COVID 19.

2.4 In case of absentee voters belonging to PWD category (AVPD),who opt for postal

ballot, application (Form 12D) should be accompanied by a copy of benchmark disability

certificate (not less than 40% of a specified disability)as certified by the concerned

certifying authority, under Section 2 of the Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016.

3. Action by RO-

(3.1) Distribution of Form 12D by BLO:

a) BLO will visit to the houses of the absentee voters in category of AVSC, AVPD and
AVCO, as per details provided by the RO, in the Polling Station area and deliver
Form 12D to the concerned electors and obtain acknowledgements from them.

b) BLO shall deposit all the Acknowledgements obtained from the electors with the
RO.

c) If an elector is not available, BLO will share his/her contact details and revisit to
collect it within period of five days following the date of the notification.

d) The elector mayor may not opt for Postal Ballot. If he/she opts for Postal Ballot,
then the BLO will collect the filled-in-Form 12D from the house of the elector and
deposit with the RO forth with within period of five days following the date of the
notification.




fAgR ST (3rMrIRYn), 14 FaER, 2022 13

e) Sector Officer shall supervise the process of distribution and collection of Form

12D by BLOs under the overall supervision of RO.

(3.2) The RO will draw a list (format as annexure-1) of all Absentee Voters in the 3
categories, i.e. (a) ‘AVSC’, (b) ‘AVPD’ and (c) AVCO, whose applications have been received in
time and are in order.

(3.3) On the last date for making nominations for the election, the electoral roll is frozen
for that election and no further addition or deletion can be carried out in the roll till the
completion of the election. At this stage, RO shall verify and ensure that the applicants for postal
ballots are registered as elector and their electoral particulars given in Form 12-D are correct with
reference to the existing electoral roll. Form 12D of all the electors, whose particulars with
reference to the electoral roll have been found to be correct, shall be approved for issue of postal
ballot paper as Absentee Voters in the category of AVSC and AVPD. In case of Absentee Voters
belonging to the category of COVID-19 (AVCO), before approving FORM 12D, for postal ballot the
RO shall check certificate of competent authority, duly appointed by the State Government/UT
administration to the effect that the elector is under home quarantine or institutional quarantine
due to COVID-19.

(3.4) The RO shall indicate entry ‘PB’ in the marked copy of the electoral roll against the

names of such electors, to show that a postal ballot paper has been issued to them,

without however recording therein the sl. no. of the ballot papers issued to them.

(3.5) The RO shall also ensure that elector who has been issued postal ballot is not allowed

to vote at a polling station.

(3.6) Further, the RO shall share list of all such PwD and 80+ electors, whose applications

in Form 12D for availing Postal Ballot facility have been approved by him, with the

Contesting Candidates of recognized political parties in printed hardcopy.

4. Form and design of Postal ballot paper

The postal ballot paper for Absentee Voters shall be of the same Form and language as
the postal ballot paper for the voters on election duty. In this connection, reference is
invited to the Commission’s Directions No. 52/2015/SDR/Vol.1 dated 18" September,
2015 and 52/2016/SDR/Vol.1 dated 24" February, 2016, regarding the Form of postal
ballot paper for voters on election duty.

5. Visits of Polling Officials, briefing of electors and collection of marked ballot papers:-

(5.1) Separate teams of poll officers, comprising two officials out of which at least one
should be not below the rank/level of the official appointed as polling officer for Polling
Station in the State, should be appointed for the purpose. A micro observer should also
accompany the teams of Poll officers.

(5.2) Number of teams of Poll Officers to be appointed would depend on the number
of Absentee Voters in the constituency to whom postal ballot papers have been issued.

(5.3) The team of poll officers shall visit the electors at the address mentioned in their
application in Form 12D for facilitating their voting by postal ballot paper.

(5.4) The electors will be intimated, in advance, about the date and approximate time
of visit of poll officers. Such intimation may be given through SMS on the mobile phone
number wherever the same has been mentioned in the application in Form-12D. In other
cases, the intimation may be given by post and /or through the BLO.

(5.5) If the elector is not present at the given address at the first visit, the team shall
pay a second visit after leaving intimation about the time of second visit. If the elector is
not present even at the second visit, no further visit or action is required in his/her case.

(5.6) The candidates shall be informed about the schedule of visit for the delivery and
collection of postal ballots for this category. They may, if desired, depute their authorized
representatives (including BLAs), with prior intimation to the Returning Officer, to watch
the process.
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(5.7) The list of AVSCs, AVPDs and AVCOs shall be divided for distribution among the
different teams of Poll Officers in such manner that each team gets a list of persons in
geographically compact area.

(5.8) The visiting poll officers shall ascertain the identity of the elector before issuing
postal ballot paper.

(5.9) Name of elector and the document produced for identification shall also be
entered in a register (annexed as annexure-2) to be maintained for the purpose, and
signature/thumb impression of the elector obtained therein. Further, a tick mark shall be
placed against the name of the elector in the list of AVSC, AVPD and AVCO to indicate that
the person has voted. The counterfoil with the serial number and part number of elector
duly filled up shall be got detached and kept in safe custody by the team.

(5.10) 1t shall be the responsibility of each team of poll officers to (a) issue postal ballot
to each of the Absentee Voters assigned to it, (b) brief the elector about the procedure to
be followed for voting through postal ballot, (c) make sure that the elector votes without
anyone influencing his/her choice, and ensuring the secrecy of voting, all activities at the
address of the elector concerned. However, if any elector is not able to cast vote by
himself due to blindness or physical infirmity, he/she shall be allowed to take the
assistance of any adult person for casting vote. In this matter, all the provisions of Rule
49N of Conduct of Elections Rules,1961 will be applicable the companion has to give
declaration in the Form prescribed by the Commission and Poll officers shall keep a
record of such cases in Form 14A assistance of polling agents or candidates or prohibited
parties may not be taken. The companion should keep the vote secret and he/she can be
acted as the companion of only one elector.

(5.11) While briefing the electors about the procedure of voting and formalities to be
observed on their part, the polling official shall clearly explain the following points to
them:-

(a) making the declaration in Form 13A and getting it attested by the poll officer
himself,

(b) entering the serial number of postal ballot paper, both on Form 13A and on the
smaller envelope (Form 13B)

(c) manner of marking vote, i.e. by placing either cross mark or tick mark against the
name of the candidate of choice,

(d) folding and placing the marked ballot in the smaller envelope and closing the
envelope,

(e) Placing the declaration in Form 13A, duly filled up, signed and attested along
with closed envelope (Form 13B) containing the marked ballot paper inside the larger
envelope (Form 13C),

(f) Closing the larger envelope and handing over the same to the poll officer.

(5.12) Poll officer is authorized to attest the declaration in Form 13A in the case of
AVSC, AVPD and AVCO. While attesting the declaration, the poll officer shall write his full
name and also the designation ‘poll officer’. In the case of a COVID affected person on
treatment in Hospital, the Medical Officer attending to the person also authorised to
attest the declaration.

(5.13) After vote is cast on postal ballot and the envelope in Form 13C is ready, the Poll
Officers will collect the same.

(5.14) Each team of poll officers should be provided with the list of AVSC, AVPD and
AVCO electors, adequate number of postal ballot papers, envelopes, pen, ink-pad (for
thumb impression wherever required), glue stick for closing the envelopes, a sufficiently
big canvas bag for keeping the envelopes of polled ballots and the counterfoils safely and
other essential stationeries that may be considered necessary.
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(5.15) Police Security cover shall be provided to the poll officers for their visits.
Arrangement for videography of the proceedings at the address of AVSC/ AVPD/AVCO
should also be made. For this purpose, a videographer should accompany the poll
officers. It shall be ensured that the secrecy of vote is not violated while carrying out the
videography exercise.

(5.16) Visits by teams of poll officers to the address of AVSC, AVPD and AVCO electors
should be planned in such a way that the same is completed one day prior to the date
fixed for poll in the constituency. For instance, if poll is scheduled for 10" of Month, the
postal voting for AVSC, AVPD and AVCO should be completed by 9" of that Month.

(5.17) For the poll officers deputed to AVCO electors appropriate protection
equipment including PPE kit shall be provided. This should be done in consultation with
the Nodal Health Officer for AVCOs.

6. Deposit of envelopes containing marked ballot papers and counterfoils

At the end of each day of visit by poll officers to the address of AVSC/AVPD/AVCO
electors, the envelopes in Form-13C containing postal ballot paper etc. and the counterfoils of
ballot papers containing the signature/thumb impression of electors and other particulars, shall
be collected by the ARO designated of postal voting by the absentee voters. The ARO shall make
arrangements to have the same delivered at the headquarters of the RO for keeping them in safe
custody. The ARO shall maintain the record indicating the number of ballots sent on each day.
This should also be shared with the RO on a daily basis.

7. Contesting candidates will be duly informed about the Election Commission’s above
guidelines.
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Annexure-1

List of AVSC, AVPD and AVCO electors entitled to vote through postal ballot
Name of Election:

Name of Constituency:

Sl.no. | Name of Elector Part Number SI. Number in the Part EPIC number

Signature of RO
Date:




fagR To1e (MR, 14 FEER, 2022

Annexure-2
List of AVSC/AVPD/AVCO electors issued with postal ballot
Name of Election:

Name of Constituency:

Sl.no. | Name of | SI. No. in the list of | Document Date on | Signature/Thumb
Elector AVSC/AVPD/AVCO produced for | which impression of elector
electors identification | voted

Signature of Poll Officer
Name:
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